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To Joun Coven, E/; 
SIR, | 


7 JO U could not have performed a 
F * service more acceptable to God, or 
4 more beneficial to Man, than by 

employing your Liberality to the 
"Glorious End, you have fo happily 
executed. The Work, ſo much wanted in your 
Neighbourhood, and ſo long fince intended for 
it, is, by the Bleſſing of God, at laſt compleated. 
They have now a Place wherein to pay the Tri- 
bute of their Adoration, commodiouſly ſituated, 
as well as neatly contrived, for their Reception. 
Give me Leave to congratulate you upon it, as 
alſo to rejoyce with you in it. The numerous 
Appearance we have hitherto had, is at leaſt a 
noble Earneſt of what you may expect: And it 
cannot but fill every Chriſtian Heart with uncom- 
mon Pleaſure, to ſee ſuch a Spirit of Religion 
ſtill alive, in a Place where it ſeemed almoſt ex- 
tinguiſhed. 'This pious Diſpoſition, which, to 
their juſt Praiſe be it ſpoken, ſo univerſally diſ- 
covers it ſelf, will, I hope, grow up to a con- 
firmed Habit of Goodneſs in them ; that the 
Readineſs they expreſs in reſorting to Publick 
Worſhip, may appear to be the Effect, not of 
Novelty, but matureſt Conſideration ; that all 
the World may ſee, it was not ſo much from a 


A 2 Want 
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The DEB DICAT HORN. 
Want of Inclination to their Duty, as of a con- 
venient and proper Place to perform it in, that 
ſome have appeared ſo groſly negligent thereof, 
whilſt others have revolted from our Communion. 
May God perfect what is ſo well begun in them 
that they may now ſee the Neceſſity of uſing exter- 
nal Means of Grace, and how efficacious they are, 
when rightly conſidered and applied: For then 
might we hope to draw over all thoſe that diſſent 
from us, when they ſee the ſuperior Excellency 
of our Worſhip ſhine forth in our Lives and Con- 
verſations : Then alſo would you, Sir, enjoy the 
glorious Fruits of this your Labour of Love, and 
in ſaving the Souls of Men, reap the trueſt Intereſt 
of your Benefaction. 


You rk Choice of me to perform the Offices of 
this Religious Houſe, comes doubly welcome; ag 
it gives me the long · wiſned· för Opportunity of 
declaring to the World how much I ſtand indebted 
to your Generoſity ; and as it is the ſtrongeſt 
Evidence of your thinking me, in ſome meaſure; 


equal to the great Deſign. 


Trar the Dew of Heaven may water this 
fair Flower your Hand hath planted, that it may 
bring forth the good Fruits of Virtue and Reli- 
gion, and lift up its Head to the Honour of the 
Almighty ; is the earneſt Prayer, and ſhall be the 
ſincere Endeavour of, 81 R, 

Tour very much. obliged, 
And bumble Servant, 


W. P. 


PROV. ill. 9, 10. 


Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, 
and with the firſt Fruits of all thine 
Increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy Barns be filled 


with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſpall 
| =» out with new Wine. 


JH e s x Words are underſtood by 

ſome, as a Precept to charitable 
@ Liberality ; by others, as bear- 
ing a more immediate regard to | 

the Worſhip of God, and the Service of the 

Altar. Both theſe Interpretations the Words 

may well bear; but as the latter is more 

ſuitable to my preſent Deſign, I ſhall chiefly 


apply my ſelf to conſider that: Not indeed 


7 much with regard to the particular Uſages 
B of 


3 
r 
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of the Jewiſh Church, as with a View to the 


glorious End in general, which ſuch Obla- | 
tions arc intended to promote. 


| AN p herein I ſhall briefly ſet forth, 


I. Firfl, Wu ar we are to underſtand 
by honouring God, 


II. Secondly, WH Ar by honouring him 
with our Subſtance. 


III. And Thirdly, EN LARNO E upon the 
great Wiſdom and Advantage of doing this. 


Firſt then, LE us enquire what is meant 
by honouring the Lord. 


N o w Honour is a publick Expreſſion 
of the Eſteem we haye for any Perton, or | 
Being. a 


HENCE then, truly to honour any one, 
is rather teaching the Publick to think 
well of him, than barely to think well 
of him our ſelves. For though particular 
Eſteem muſt ever go along with, and is al- 
ways pre- ſuppos d to * other; yet is it 

rather 


— 
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rather the open and reſpectful Expreſſion of 
our private Eſteem, in which the honouring 
of any one conſiſts, than in the Eſteem it 
ſelf, how great and affecting ſoever it be. 
Isa a Word, it is no other than a ſhewing 
forth the internal Reverence we have for a 
Perſon, by ſuch open Acts, as may infuſe 
into others the ſame honourable Notions 
with our ſelves ; as may alſo invite them to 
follow our Example in a like Behaviour. 


Tuts being the true Notion of Honour, 
from an Inferior to a Superior, we may eaſi- 
ly frame a juſt Idea of this Expreſſion of 
honouring God. | 


'T o honour God then, is not ſo much to 


be inwardly ſenſible of his Perfections, as to 


expreſs the Senſe of this by our external De.. 
meanor ; Inward Reſpe& indeed is always 
requifite, as being the Foundation of our 
outward Expreſſions of it ; but truly to ho- 
nour God, is to behaye our ſel ves 10 in all 
Places, and at all Times, that Men may ſee 
we have a juſt Notion of his Nature and 
Excellence in general, and perceive that we 
are ſenſible of his glorious Attributes in par- 
ticular ; which we tell forth by our Actions, 
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as well as celebrate by our Voices; and to 
adore which, we as well invite by our Ex- 
ample, as Perſuaſion. In a Word, to glorify 
God, is either directly to bew forth hie 
Praiſe, or to let our Lights ſo ſhine before 
Men, that they, ſeeing our good Works, 
may glorify our Father which is in Ha- 
den. 


Bur ſo much for the honouring God in 
general, Let us now conſider, more particu- 
larly, what we are to underſtand by honour- 
ing him with our Subſtance, and the firſt 
Fruits of all our Increaſe. 


T urs Words, as I before hinted, 
may indeed reſpe& Charity; (the giving 
unto the Poor being a very proper Way of 
honouring their Maker) but they have a ma- 
nifeſt relation to the Payment of Tythes and 
Offerings in the Jewiſh Church, for the 
more decent Support of God's publick Wor- 
ſhip, and the better Maintenance of thoſe 
who were to miniſter therein, 


TH1s Pottion of their Subſtance the 
great Lord and Proprietor of the World did, 
as it were, challenge to himſelf; and fo 

expreſly 
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expreſly commanded the due Payment there- 
of, that it was no leſs than Robbery and 
Sacrilege to wich- hold it. Now the Exigences 
of the Chriſtian Church require, that ſome 
Proviſion ſhould be made for its Support and 


Maintenance ; and as thoſe, who then waited 


at the Altar, were Partakers with the Altar 
ſo now hath the Lord ordain'd, that they 
who preach the Goſpel, ſhould hye of the 
Goſpel. 


I x what Proportion indeed this is to be 
done, here the Chriſtian Law is ſilent ; but 
this Silence has determined the Civil Power 
not to deviate too far in this, from the an- 
tient Portion of God's own Appointment ; 
Though he who pays his Dues, only be. 
cauſe enjoin'd by Man, and to evade the 
Penalty of human Laws, does in no wiſe 


perform an Act of Religion, but of mere 
Civil Obedience. 


Bur if the rendering unto God no more 
than what is ſtrictly his Due, be in the Scrip- 
ture Phraſe to honour him; What muſt the 
erecting and endowing a T emple for his 


Worſhip, and that in a Place where ſo par- 


ticularly 


— — — — — — 
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ticularly wanted, be ! Surely this is in the 
higheft Senſe to honour him. } And if feed- 
mg the Hungry, cloathing the Naked, and 
ſhewing Mercy to the Bodies of Men, be to 
glorify their Maker; much more is it doing 
this, to refreſh their Souls with the Bread of 
Knowledge, to recover them out of the 
Mouth of Hell, and at laſt, to make them 
wiſe unto Salvation. 


F. No M hence then will, 7 irdh, appear 
the Wiſdom and Advantage of this uſeful 
Undertaking. For this good and glorious 
End 1s the Delign of this pious Work ; and 
this Portion of his Subſtance has the worthy 
Founder of it, voluntarily offered to pro- 
mote it. 
- THERE is a ſecret Satisfaction in doing 
Good, as much beyond the Force of Words 
to expreſs, as for any, but-the Heart that 
feels it, to conceive : And a ſtill farther Ad- 
vantage of it is, that this perfect Peace, this 
Complacency of Mind is what nothing ex- 
ternal can deſtroy. A Man of this happy 
Elevation of Soul, looks upon himſelf as 
fent into the World for publick Benefit : 
He conſiders the ſtrong Ties of Nature, by 
which 
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which we are all upon the ſame Level; 
and the much ſtronger one of Religi- 
on, by which we are Fellow - Chriſtians ; 
How that Blood makes us Brethren, but 
Baptiſm ſomething more: For in Chriſt 
we are all but one Houſe, one- Family, 
nay, Members one of another. Copying 
then after the glorious Pattern of his Lord 
and Saviour, he knows how to enter in- 
to the Sufferings of the Miſerable, and 
make their Caſe his own ; Hence he can be 
Eyes to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, and 
a Father to the Fatherleſs. In ſhort his 


Height of Bliſs is Height of Charity. = Chas A. 


rity to the Bodies of his Fellow-Brethren 
he thinks not ſufficient, where it may be 
extended to their better Part ; and looking 
upon every Gift he has, as a Talent to be 
improved to common Benefit ; on his Eſtate, 
as a common Patrimony ; he wiſely conſi- 
ders, that no Part of it can be better em- 
ployed, than what tends to advance the 
Glory of God, by ſaving the Souls of Men. 
Thus, he knows, he ſhall give up his Ac- 
counts with Joy, and be both commended 
and rewarded by that good Maſter, whoſe 
faithful Steward he has here approved him- 

ſelf, 
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ſelf, and according to whoſe Will he hath 
employed what he was entruſted with. 


Tus, truly wiſe, he underſtands that 
Man was made for Man; that they were 
ſent hither into ſocial Life, to be mutually 
helpful and beneficent, and by every A& 
of Love and Duty to forward each other in 
the way to Heaven. 


TH1s End then he endeavours to anſwer, 
that ſo he may not have lived in vain : He 
conſiders that we, who received all we have 
from God, ought to live to his Glory ; and 
he knows the more effectual way of glorify- 
ing God is to imitate his Bounty in doing 
Good. For thus our ſelves glorify that Be- 


ing, whom we make our Pattern; we glo- 
rify him alſo in others, in giving them Oc- 


caſion to glorify him on our Behalf. 


HE wiſely conſiders there is no Employ 
preferable to that of doing good; ſince this 
is profitable to others, and doubly ſo to him- 
ſelf, being delightful in the Practice, and 
glorious in the Find. A good Conſcience ap- 
plauding him, whilſt he does well.; good 

Hopes 


L 9,1 


Hopes full of Immortality chearing him 
afterwards ; and a good God aſſuring him of 
ſuch a Reward at the laſt, as. ſhall repay 
with Intereſt all his Acts of Charity, and 
make him ſenſible, that verily there is a 


Reward for the Righteous, a Reward, wor- 


thy the adorable Being that beſtows it. 


TRUE Wiſdom convinces him, that the 
way to redeem Time, is to embrace every 
Opportunity of doing Good ; it tells him, 
that, ſince Life is Action, that Time is loſt 
that is ſpent idly ; nay, that ſince Life is in 
order to our 'Trial, that that Time periſhes 
to our Account, which 1s not well employed, 
and that a Day without a good Work, is a 
Day thrown away. 


TRUE Wiſdom tells him, that the way 
to lengthen the ſhort Span of Life, is to do 
as much Good in it as we can; becauſe by 
doing much good we may live much in a 
httle Space: Whereas Time paſt in Sin or 
Vanity runs ſwiftly by, and leaves no Track 


behind it: Once paſt it is never to be re- 


called, nor, fo much as in Thought, to be 
enjoyed more. In a Word, true Wiſdom 


teaches him, that no Life ſpent in good 
C Works 
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Works can be ſhort, ſince the ſhorteſt, well 
ſpent, ſhall anſwer the End of the longeſt, 
and entitle the good and faithful Servant to 
a bleſſed Immortality. Now, can there be 
any Wiſdom comparable to that, which 
lengthens out this Span into Eternity, and 
ſhews how to live this Moment, fo as to live 
happily for ever? 


AN p then, as to the husbanding and Cle 
joying Wealth, true Wiſdom helps a Perſon 


to reaſon thus : I have more than other 


Men, but the Stint of Nature is the ſame to 
me, as others: I can really enjoy no more 
than Nature calls for; all other Enjoyment 
of Wealth is Fancy: What then mall I do 
with it ? Build Barns, and lay it up for ma- 


ny Years, when perhaps I have not ſo many | 


Moments before me ? Or ſhall I hoard it up, 
only to pleaſe my Eyes, like a faithful 
Steward to my Heir ? What Profit then ſhall 


I have of it? Or ſhall I give it my Friends, 


or rich Neighbours? Thus they, Ike 2 Re- 
turn, and that will be my Reward : Or ſhall 
I waſte all in riotous living? Thus I may 
be either my own Executor, or Murderer ; 
In Poverty lament my Folly, when all is 
gone; or dic before my Time by my Ex- 

Feſſes. 


tis 


tis 
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ceſſes. Or laſtly, Shall I give my Aburi- 


dance to the Poor, thoſe living Temples of 


the Almighty ? This is doubtleſs a laudable 
Way of employing our Alms ; but it is a 
Miſtake to imagine, that all is miſap- 
plied which goes beſide the Poor: Some ex- 
penſive Things muſt be done for God's Glory, 
as well as for the Relief of them. Our Sa- 
viour juſtifies the Woman that , poured the 
coſtly Ointment upon his Head, by tiling 
it a good Work; and ſhews thereby, that, 
though the Poor are not to be neglected, 
yet neither are other Expences, that re- 
dound to the Glory of God, to be omitted 
upon their Account, when we may do 


both. . The Honour of our 
* Mark xiv. 


Religion d concerned in erect- Ages e 


ing Places of Publick Worſhip * an to q 
ſhew that we truly give for God's ſake, we 
ſhould be ready to exert our Liberality in- 


thoſe Caſes, where, though the worldly In- 


tereſt of the Poor is not immediately con- 
cern'd, yet the Honour of that God, for 
whoſe ſake we give to the Poor, is. Ciring⸗ 
to the Poor is indeed lending. to the Lord; 7 
but this is ſome what more: though of 50 
own, yet it is a giving to him. For by_tt 


ſolemn Dedication of ſuch a Part of our: by 
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Subſtance, we diveſt our ſelves of all Right 
and Title to it; and, by conſecrating of it 
to the Service of God, make it unlawful 
and prophane to divert it to any other Uſe : 
and thence forward there becomes a relative 
Holineſs due to the very Place it ſelf, upon 
the Account of the Majeſty of Him, to 
whom it now belongF.”7 But to proceed, 

Tur true End of Riches 15 the Good of 
Others, the Improvement of our ſelves, and, 
in both theſe Inſtances, the Glory of God. 
But how can we better conſult the Good of 
others, than by training them up to endleſs 
Happineſs? How can we better improve 
our Talents, than by laying them up in 
Heaven? Or how can we more truly honour 
God, than by ſhewing, that our Love to 
Man is founded on our Love to him, our 
Bounty an Imitation of his Goodneſs, and 
his Glory the End or all ? 


THE only proper Way of employing 
our Wealth, and enjoying it too, is to do 
the moſt good with it we are able; and ſure- 
ly we can no where more wiſely beſtow a 
Part, than in the Service of him, who gave 
113 All. 

BUT 
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B v 7 this Wiſdom will farther appear, if 
we conſider the temporal Bleſſings annext to 
it. Alms not only add Wings to our Pray. 
ers, and open Heaven to them, but alſo en- 
title the Giver to the Riches of God's Good- 
neſs upon Earth: For fo ſhall his Barns be 
filled with Plenty, and his Preſſes burſt out 
with new Wine; 


TRE only Objection that will bear mei- 
tioning againſt Acts of this Nature, is, that 
a Man may ruin himſelf and Family thereby 
and conſequently, that this Charity ought to 
begin at Home. Few, they ſay, but would 
be liberal enough, had they wherewithal to 


do it. Few indeed have ſo very little, but 


that their real Neceſſities may ſpare ſome- 
thing: For he that has more thari will ſuf- 
fice Nature, has ſomewhat to expend in Cha- 
rity : And how little will ſuffice that, if it$ 
Deſires are not depraved, nor its Neceſſities 
multiplied ! Nature of it ſelf is very mode- 
tate; its Calls are few, if our Indulgence 
does not make it craving : Till then we 
bave nothing to laviſh away in Folly and 
Vanity. Let us not plead Poverty againſt 
this Duty; the Excuſe will not paſs, 
while 
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while our Extrayagancies in Trifles daily | 


confute it, 


Bor entirely to deſtroy this Pretence, 1 
hope to make it appear, that Acts of Cha- 
tity ( eſpecially ſuch as theſe) are ſo far 
from impairing a Man's Fortunes, that they 
tend really to adyance them. 


THr1rs may ſeem a Paradox; (and to 
thoſe who ſo readily plead Poverty for their 
Excuſe undoubtedly will) What! is ſpend- 
ing our Subſtance a likely Method of en- 
creaſing it ; and to diſperſe abroad, can that 
be the way of laying up at home ? Why, in 
many Caſes, it may be even better to give 
than to receive: And whete our Charity is 
guided by religious Prudence, as to the Mo- 
tive, End, and Meaſure of its giving, che 
att” far from impoveriſhing our preſent Store: 
It is the ſureſt, the readieſt Method of aug- 


menting it. 


Tu ERE s generally a Bleſſing of God,; 
that ſecures a charitable Perſon from ſuffering 
by his Liberality. The Pſalmiſt made this 
his Obſervation, P/alm xxxvii. 25. J have 


heen young, and now am old, and yet have I 
10 


1 
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not ſeen the Righteous forſaken, nor his 8th 
beggirig their Bread. And 1 may, I believe, 
demand of any of you to produce an Inſtance 
of a Charity, that ever reduced the liberal 
Perſon to Poverty, in any Age ſince his Time. 


Now if Atts of Goodneſs in general en- 
title the Doer of them to the Protection of 
God, by whoſe Bleſſing whateyer we take in 
hand ſhall proſper, though without it no- 
thing can: What may not he expect from 
the good Providence of Heaven, whoſe 
Munificence is ſo immediately directed this 
ther ? God has promiſed, that thoſe that 
honour him he will honour : What Bleſſings 
then may we not hope will be ſhowered 
down upon the Head of him, who at the 
ſame Time, that he has manifeſted his Love 
to Man, has ſo particularly conſulted the 
Honour of God ? Has he not Reaſon to 
conclude, that God will ſet a Hedge about 


all that he has? That he will enſure his 


Poſſeſſions to Poſterity ; and not only ſo, 
but even augment, bleſs, and ſanctify them, 
and make them truly thoſe Bleſſings, which 
they are reputed ? Who is it that gives us 


Strength to get Riches ( for they are not. 
always to the Man of Underſtanding ) 7. 


Who 
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Who gives us alſo Rain and fruicful Seaſon, 
and makes our Ground bring forth plen- 
teouſly? Do not all theſe Things deſcend 
from the Father of Lights, the Giver of 


every good and perfect Gift? And is not 
the Hand of Providence viſible in them all ? 


Can we therefore act a wiſer Part, even with 
regard to our worldly Intereſt, than to ſe- 
cure an Intereſt in that Being, upon whoſe 
F avour, as well our preſent Store, as the In- 
creaſe of it, ſo abſolutely depends? Ang 
docs war he fake the moſt effectual Method 

}f doing this, who Ts I. diſtinguiſhably 
Tealous for the Houſe of God, and the ſa- 
bred Offices to be performed i in it? Eſpect- 
ay as this Zeal. is ſhewn at a Time, when 
A Contempt of all Religious Ordinances rung 
{ high, and the Trumpet of Infidelity is 


{founded in our very Capital. 


S ARE not therefore of thine Abun- 
dance, nor with-hold thine Hand in thę 
Service of the Lord; for the Lord will xe- 
quite thy Labour of Love, and abundant- 
ly reward thy Zeal : * Bleſſed 
Deut. xxviit. 

ſhalt thou be in the City, and 
bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the Field ; bleſſed 
ſhall be the Fruit of thy Body, and the Fruit + 


Y 
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of thy ground, and the Fruit of thy Quilt 
the Increaſe of thy Kine, and the Flocks of 
thy Sheep ; bleſſed ſhall be thy Basket, and 
thy Store ; bleſſed ſbalt oh be when thou 
comeſt in, and bleſſed {halt thou be when thou 


oc / 0. 


TH t Fear therefore of waſting our Sub- 
ſtance by ſuch Acts as theſe, is weak and 
groundleſs; fince, if rightly performed, 
they not only call down Bleſſings from 
above to enrich us here, but Above allo 
ſecure to us the only true, becauſe laſt- 


ing, Riches : When Tongues, Prophecies, 


and Gifts ſhall ceaſe ; when Faith and 
Hope ſhall be no more; the one loſt in 


Viſion, the other in Fruition ; Charity ſhall 


never fail; Acts of Love ſhall reach beyond 
the Grave, and paſs into Heaven with us, 
there to be rewarded with an everlaſting 
Weight of Glory, 


Bur there are ſome Perſons in the World, 


who bear ſuch an inveterate Enmity to Re- 
ligion, that they endeavour to depreciate 
every Thing, that tends to its Adyance- 
ment ; and from theſe Sort of Men proba- 
bly that unchriſtian Saying took its riſe, 

D that 
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that no Man, who could put his Money to 
any other Uſe, would ever erect a Church; 
As if the Service of God was the laſt Thing 
to be regarded by Man, and we were un- 
willing the King of Kings ſhould dwell 
amongſt us. Theſe are a Set of. Men, who 
are reſolved to like nothing that is unlike 
themſelves; and becauſe they practiſe no 
Religion, are angry with thoſe that do: 
They firſt throw off all Obligations to Man, 
and then are for doing the ſame to their 
Maker : But the true Eſtimate of Things is 
to be fetched a little higher, than from the 
weak Prejudices of ſuch diſtempered Brains; 
It is to God we are to ſtand or fall; and 
by his unerring Judgment are all our Actions 
to be tried ; and how he will accept of Cha- 
rity, that beſt of Charity, done to the Souls 
of Men, is too plainly ſet forth in Scripture, 
and too well known to need a Recital 
here, 


Wa x theſe Cavillers ſhall be crumbled 
into Duſt, and be as if they had never been; 
the Piety of the righteous Man ſhall ſtill 
ſurvive; His Name ſhall endure for ever; his 
Name ſhall be continued as long as the Sun: 


And 


dae 


E 
And Men fhall be bleed in him. All Na- 
tions ſhall call him Bleſſed, Pal. Ixxii. 17. 


I HAvE now done what I propoſed : 
Have ſhewn when we may be ſaid to ho- 
nour God in general ; more particularly 
when we do this by our Subſtance ; and 
laſtly, the Wiſdom and Advantage of doing 
it. But there is a further Honour ſtill due to 
God, beyond that of erecting Temples to 
him ; I mean, the putting theſe Places to 
the Uſe they were deſigned for, by aſſem- 
bling therein to ſet forth the Praiſes of that 
God, for whoſe Honour they are raiſed : 
This is a Part we are all cqually concerned 
in, and a Part wherein the Meaneſt of us 
may excel the greateſt ; for truly to wor- 
ſhip God, is in the beſt Senſe to honour 


him, 


Bor that we may truly honour God by 


our Worſhip, we muſt take care that it be 


conſtant, reverent, and ſincere. 


THr more aſſiduous we are at God's 


Publick Worſhip, the more honourably do 
we repreſent him to the World ; and when 


Men obſerye us Daily approaching to cele- 
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brate and magnify God for his paſt Benefits, 
and to pray to him for future ones, they will 
naturally infer from hence, that we look 
upon God as a Being, on whom we con- 
ſtantly depend; ſince we conſtantly own his 
Providence by our Worſhip: They will be 
reminded of this noble Truth, that in God 
we live, and move, and have our Being; 
and that from him every good and perfect 
Gift cometh, 
4 

Tu us then, our own Conſtancy in God's 
Worſhip, will tend to give others a nobler 
Idea of that good and glorious God whom 
we adore; they too will be awakened to re- 
verent Pet 2" of him, whom they 
ſee us conſtantly adoring, as both Great and 
Good. 


On the contrary, when we negle@ the 
fit Opportunities for God's publick Wor- 
ſhip, and are glad, upon any frivolous Pre- 
tence, or perhaps none at all, to abſent our 
ſelves from it: In ſo doing we doubly diſ- 
honour our Maker ; firſt, in robbing him of 
that publick Tribute of Praiſe, which our 


ſelves immediately owe him ; and ſecondly, 
in 


Ja\ 
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in teaching others, by our Example, to de- 
ny him theirs too. 


Fo Rx to run away from God's Worſhip, 
is it not implicitely to repreſent, him as a 
Being, whoſe Preſence is ungrateful, whoſe 
Laws an Impoſition, and whoſe Service 
a Slavery? Is it not telling the World, that 
it is not good to draw nigh unto God, and 
that his Tabernacles are not amiable ? And 
this, what is it elſe, but, as much as in us 
lies, to drive Mankind from God's Wor- 
ſhip, and to beat down his Honour in the 


Earth? 


Bur ſecondly, As in order nightly to 
honour God in our Worſhip, we muſt be 


conſtant in our Attendance on it 5 ſo is 


it no leſs neceſſary that we behave our 


ſelves reyerently, when we are engaged in 


it. 


Ou Carriage in God's Temple, may, 
and in all our Approaches to him, ought: to 
be ſuch, as is awful and grave; our whole. 
Body and Mind ſerious and compoſad: For 
as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, / P/al. Ixxxix. 7.) 
God is greatly to be feared in the. Aſſembly of 

bis 


— —— ann. om. > —————————— 


[ 22 ] 


his Saints, and to be had in reverence of all 
them that are about him. 


Ov & Behaviour then ought to be ſuch, 
that all, who obſerve us, may conclude, 
great is. the God whom we draw near to ; 
awful and adoreable the Majeſty we ther” 
have to do with. The whole Compoſure of 
our Body fhould ſhew that our Minds are 
fixed upon the great Buſineſs we are about ; 
and our Souls wholly taken up with devout 
Thoughts of him, whoſe Preſence filleth All 


in All. 


Ir is true God is a Spirit, and conſe- 
quently ſpiritual Worſhip is what he chiefly 
regards; but though Religion be moſtly 
Spiritual, yet is it not wholly fo ; we muſt 
glorify God with our Bodies, as well as 
Spirits, which are both equally his; and 
which conſequently are both obliged to 
pay their proper Tribute of Veneration to 
their common Lord: Nay, ſo far as Religion 
was deſigned to influence the World, to 
be affecting, and exemplary to others, fo 
far are outward Expreſſions, and becoming 
Geftures of Veneration neceſſary Parts of 


it, God indeed judges of us chiefly by 
what 


Ar 


Aan 


what is internal; but Man muſt do it by 
ſomewhat elſe: We owe it therefore to 
God's Glory, to let our ſolemn Worſhip 
be Bodily, that it may be viſible, and- this 
it muſt be, in order to be exemplary ; that 
others may be influenced and inſpired by 
our Devotion, and may learn Reverence by 
the Decency of our Deportment. 


Bur the inward Veneration, which we 
thus deſign to expreſs by the outward Cir- 
cumſtances of our Worſhip, muſt be real ; 
all clſe is Mockery and Impoſture ; and 
though God is not to be deceived by any 
pretended Shews of Sanctity, yet we may 
thereby moſt miſerably deceive our ſelves. 
Let a godly Sincerity therefore attend all. 
our Addrefſes to him, and then our Ser- 
vices, however imperfe& in themſelves, 
will yet, through Chriſt, be graciouſly ac- 
cepted. | 


I s HALL now ſhew the Adyantage of 
this ſo wiſe Behaviour. 

Wx are aſſured from God's Word, that 
thoſe that honour him, he will honour: An 
Expreſſion which includes every thing in it: 

For 


[ 24 } 
For what is there either Great or Glorious, 
that it does not comprehend ? 


As to this Life, it intimates, that God 
will make us the. particular and diftin- 
guiſhed Care of his Providence; that he 
will look upon us as more excellent than 
our Neighbours ; and treat us as if we were 
ſo; that he will confer upon us ſuch Marks 
of his prefent Favour, as ſhall make Men 
value and reſpe& us upon Earth; as alfo 
will make our Memories reverenced and 
honoured, when we are in the Duft ? 


Bur as to the next State; the Aſſurance 
that God hath, given the Perſon that honours 
him, that he will honour him again; What 
vaſt Honour does it aſſure him of? What a 
far more exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory does it ſet before him? 


Go p will then make theſe his Servants 
Kings and Prieſts to himſelf for ever; will 
before the whole Hoſt of Heaven, and the 
general Aſſembly of Mankind, proclaim 
their' Piety ; and: all Creatures ſhall hear 
their Judge commending his Worſhippers 
for having done well; ſhall alſo behold 

him 
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him crowning them with Glories, that ſhall 
never fade, and rewarding them with Life 
everlaſting, and with a Part in the Kingdom 


of his Father. 


I MIGHT now fairly cloſe my Subject, 


having gone through the ſeveral Particulars 


of it, and made (I hope) no improper Ap- 
plication of the Whole; but I cannot con- 
elude without once = recommending to 
you a conftant Attendance on this now holy 
Place, and inviting all thoſe, who are fo 
unhappy as to differ from us, to an Union 
with the eſtabliſhed Church. 


/ i Has God then put it into the Heart of 
"His Servant to raiſe and dedicate this T em- 


ple to him? Let us never be wanting in a 
due Attendance at, and religious Deport- 
ment in it. To be defective here, is not 
only being unthankful to the Hand that 
raiſed it, but, as much as poſſible, to defeat 
the End of it: For what is a Place of Wor- 
ſhip without the Worſhippers? It is a Sa- 
crifice without a Heart, a Body without a 
Soul, unleſs filled with the deyout Prayers 
and Praiſes of the Congregation. Can the 


Stone out of the Wall cry unto the Lord, 
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or ſhall the Beam out of the Timber anſwer 
it? Yes, they will, and loudly too, againſt 
thoſe that refuſe to come at ſo uncommon a 
Call, when the Goſpel is brought, as it were, 
home to them, even to their Doors. 


Alt Things are now prepar'd for your 
Reception, but the Work, though in it ſelf 
compleat, without your Preſence, will be 
ſtill imperfect. It is that muſt give the 
finiſhing Stroke to it, and make it that Good 
it was deſigned for. Thus though your 
Hands have not raiſed it, by frequenting it 
you will do more: And in this the Founder 
of it will be pleaſed, eyen to ſee himſelf out. 
done : But then, as you have it in your 
' Power to ſurpaſs even your BenefaQor, by 
" anſwering the End of this uſeful Work; 
fo muſt you remember, that it will be 
placed to your Account, and to yours alone, 
if it be raiſed in vain. 
Vo v have now a Place wherein to pay 
your Tribute of Adoration, as well becoming 
the Solemnity of the Thing, as adapted to 
the Eaſe and Conveniency of the Worſhip. 
pers: Lou will have all Chriſtian and Goſpel 
Means of Grace afforded you; God's Word 
both 
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both read and preached ; the Sacraments 
duly adminiſtered ; Prayers and Supplica- 
tions made for all-Men ; and for all Things 


that be needful both for Soul and Body : 


Thus you will be taught what to believe, 
what to do, and what to pray for. And 
when thus throughly furniſhed to every 
good Work, in the Communion .of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, can you juſtly leave 
it under Colour of better Edification ? 


I x poſlibly I may elſewhere find the 


ſame Means of Grace applied in a Way 


more agreeable to my Humour ( for that 
is all that a Pretence of better Edifica- 
tion can amount to at laſt) yet will it 


be conſiſtent with a Spirit, that ſeeks the 


Peace of God's Church, to break the Unity 
of it only to pleaſe my particular Fancy 3 


855 and thereby to ſet a Precedent for endleſs 


N 


Diviſions upon the ſame Principle; Since 
Mens Taſtes in all Things are almoſt in- 
finite ? | 


CoNnS1DER the fatal Conſequences of 
Separations in Communion ; how they looſen 


the Bands of Diſcipline ; how theſe Wars 


in Church, as well as State, introduce Li- 
; #7 centiouſ- 
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centiouſneſs and Diſorder; how they ruin 
Charity, and therein deſtroy from among 
Chriſtians the very Spirit and Genius of 
Chriſtianity. Theſe Things duly weighed, 
will ſatisfy every unprejudiced Examiner, 
that nothing, but invincible Objections, and 
ſuch as ſhock Conſcience, ſhould be able to 
make a Man leave the Communion of his 
National Church: And if any where Con- 
ſcience will not let him comply, he will 
ſeparate no farther than Conſcience forces 
him to do it; but will live, if poſſible, in 
the Peace of the Church, and do his ut- 
moſt, that God may be glorified with one 
Mind and one Mouth, and that Chriſtians 
living in Peace and Unity, may be the bet- 
ter edified. | 
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